In Case of Emergency call:

911

Please call from the land line at your cabin.  Cell phones are not reliable for making 911 emergency calls!!!  Use your green emergency address code and not your lot number when talking to the 911 operator.

FOR CURRENT FIRE CONDITIONS & RESTRICTIONS CALL THE TONTO VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT @928-478-4875, or THE TONTO NATIONAL FOREST @928-474-7900  

TONTO VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT

HC 7  Box 181-C,  Payson, AZ 85541

Office:  928 478-4875   

Fax: 928 478-0405     

tvfd@cybertrails.com
Chief: J.R. Alliger, 

(H) 928-478-0404

(C) 928-978-0263

jalliger@cybertrails.com
Wildfire Encounter Survival
Escaping Wildfire on the Highway:  First pull to the shoulder of the road and turn the engine off, but keep lights on.  
If you must stop on the road, use lights and emergency flashers and pull over as far as possible.

Tightly close all windows and vents into the car.  Remove synthetic fibers close to your body and wrap yourself in a DRY cotton or wool blanket.  
Lie down on the floor board.

Don't panic.  As the fire passes over/around your car, the winds will rock it wildly.  After the fire passes, get out of and away from the car.

Hikers/Campers Escape Tips:  First be aware of the level of fire danger in the area you are in and plan our excursions safely.

Look, Listen, & Smell - If you see smoke, smell smoke, or hear fire, leave the area immediately always traveling at lower elevations.  
But avoid narrow valleys and steep slopes, as these areas act like a chimney for fires.

Immediately remove your backpack or any other material that is synthetic from your body and cover yourself with dry cotton or wool.

Dispose of any fuels, everything from stove fuel to matches and lighters.  

Look for a body of water, rocks, or a depressed area and lie down.  
If none of these are nearby, blear and area 10-20 ft. around you of all burnable materials and lie down face first.  
Try to cover yourself with dirt.

AS A LAST RESULT - when surrounded by fire:  
Make sure your skin and hair are covered by DRY cotton/wool and run into a burned area (through a wall of fire where the flames are 4 ft. or less).

Never under estimate fire in the wilderness.  A small fire becomes a large fire very quickly.  
Fire fronts change rapidly with the wind and other factors.  And fire can easily move faster than you!

Tips:  Be prepared.  Have an evacuation plan worked out prior to your adventure, 
including designated escape routes from your wilderness location in case of fire threat.

Be aware of the level of fire danger in the area you are in, and plan your activities around conditions.

Remember:
If you are caught and must go to ground with a 10-20 ft. cleared space around you, the fire will suck oxygen out of this area for a few minutes.  
Don't panic - oxygen will rush in as the fire passes.
Always let someone know where you will be hiking/camping.
Make sure your cell phone/gps is charged and you have extra batteries.
- WHAT TO DO BEFORE AND DURING AN EVACUATION -

Reminder:  Sheriff's Department is in control of ALL evacuations
 

The most frightening thing about a wildfire is its unpredictability...and sometimes its speed. 
Should a strong wind propel the fire towards an inhabited area, no home is safe. The only solution is to gather your essentials and get out. 
Gladys Kastrup, local director of the American Red Cross, has compiled a list of critical things to do that you should put into effect now, not later. She’d be the first to tell you that preparedness is the key to your family’s safety and well-being.

It will pay you to be prepared. 
Don’t ever think that conflagrations like the Rodeo-Chediski, the Aspen Fire and the still burning 
Kinishba Fire in the White Mountains can’t happen here. According to all authorities, it probably will.

WHAT TO DO NOW:

Make a list of what’s most important to take with you in an evacuation: important legal documents, photo albums, scrapbooks, 
medicine and medical supplies, baby needs including diapers, pet food...whatever matters most to you. 
Making a list now when you’re cool is much easier than trying to think during an emergency. 
Post your list on the refrigerator or next to the doorway in your garage. 

Call a friend or relative in another city and make him or her your contact point if an evacuation of Prescott is ordered. 
Local calls won’t work; chances are that during a disaster you won’t be able to get through to anyone in the immediate area. 
Let your contact know to call the Red Cross at (928) 445-4981 for evacuation information, your whereabouts and your status. 
All the rest of your family and friends all over the world can call that one person for information about you. 
Make sure all those folks have your contact’s phone number; a few e-mails now can head off a lot of worry and grief later. 

Make arrangements now for a location where you and your family can go under such circumstances. 
The best thing would be friends or family in the local area, but far enough away from the forest that their own risk of fire danger is minimal. 
Such contacts need to know that you’ll be counting on them for help if wildfire strikes. 

If you don’t have someone locally to turn to, the Red Cross will have set up Reception Centers where shelter and food will be provided. 
Such locations will be announced on this website as well as by local radio and TV stations. 
They can’t be given to you now, because depending on the circumstances at the time, 
local officials will make a spot decision where they can set up safe Red Cross shelters. 

IF EVACUATION BECOMES AN IMMEDIATE POSSIBILITY:

Listen to your battery-operated radio for reports and evacuation information. 
Follow the instructions of local officials. 

About your car or other vehicles: back them into the garage; it’ll be much easier to drive out forward, 
than trying to back into a possibly jammed-up street. Shut car doors and roll up windows to keep smoke out. 
Leave the keys in the ignitions. Close garage windows and doors, but leave them unlocked. 
Disconnect any automatic garage door openers in case there is electrical failure. 

Gather up all the items on the list you prepared and pack them in your vehicles. 

WHEN THE EVACUATION ORDER COMES, LEAVE IMMEDIATELY.

Do not use your phone unless it is a personal emergency. 
This will keep phone lines open for First Responders and other critical emergency communications. 

This is important!
Register at one of the Red Cross Reception Centers before heading out to your ultimate destination. 
If people call the Red Cross at their emergency number: (928) 445-4981, 
your having registered with them will enable volunteers to assure the caller that you're okay. 

Wear protective clothing--sturdy shoes, cotton or woolen clothing, long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, gloves, 
and a wet handkerchief or towel to help you breathe if smoke is present. 

Lock your home but hang a white cloth on the front door as a signal to let emergency personnel know that no one is left in the house. 
Don’t forget any of your pets. Once people leave an evacuated area, they will not be allowed back in to rescue forgotten pets. 

If a fire or other emergency occurs near you and you decide to spontaneously evacuate, choose a route away from fire hazards. 
Watch for changes in the speed and direction of fire and smoke. In the majority of evacuation situations, sheriff's deputies or local
 police will provide you with your route and destination. Check local radio stations for the best escape routes to take, 
which will depend on the circumstances at hand. 

For additional preparedness information, click on: Red Cross

And a final thought: 
it wouldn’t be a bad idea to copy and print out this evacuation information for your family and give copies of it to your neighbors and friends. 

Forest Home Fire Safety
 

	Quick Facts...

· Take steps now to protect your home from a future wildfire. This can spell the difference between your property's destruction or survival. 

· During a wildfire, law enforcement officials may ask you to evacuate with little warning. Take precautions now to prepare for that possibility. 

· Even if you are forced to evacuate your home, there are some things you can do to help firefighters defend it.

Fire Protection in Rural Areas

Rural areas are undergoing increasingly greater development. More people are building homes in forests or brushlands to take advantage of these natural environments.

Often, these sites are quite remote. However, people moving from urban settings expect traditional fire and emergency services. They do not understand the fire protection limitations that exist in rural areas:

· Most rural fire departments are volunteer. Firefighters are not generally present at the fire stations. In addition, the number of firefighters able to respond may be limited, especially during daytime hours during the traditional work week. 

· Response time may be quite long. Volunteers must reach the fire station from home or work, start the fire vehicles and drive to the fire scene. The fire scene may be quite far from the station. 

· Water supplies and firefighting equipment are limited. Often, the only significant water supply is that which the fire trucks themselves carry. Water shuttles or refill locations must be established and coordinated. 

· Approaching the fire scene may be difficult. Narrow, steep roads and driveways may limit or even prevent access by emergency equipment. Bridges may have weight limitations that prevent large trucks and tankers from reaching the fire. When wildfire does strike, it can occur with little warning and spread quickly. Fire crews and equipment often are overwhelmed by the task of fighting a rapidly advancing wildfire. There may simply not be enough personnel and equipment to defend every home.

Homeowner Preparations

Homeowners can do a great deal to prepare their property for wildfire. The following checklist and guidelines will help you prepare for fire safety, evacuation and home defense. Use it as a guide to enhance homesite safety. 

This is an annual checklist. Don't wait until a fire is approaching to perform these tasks.
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	Figure 1: 

1. Thin tree and brush cover. 
2. Dispose of slash and debris left from thinning. 
3. Remove dead limbs, leaves and other litter. 
4. Stack firewood away from home. 
5. Maintain irrigated greenbelt. 
	6. Mow dry grasses and weeds. 
7. Prune branches to 10 feet above the ground. 
8. Trim branches. 
9. Clean roof and gutters. 
10. Reduce density of surrounding forest. 


	Annual Fire Safety Checklist

· Thin trees and brush properly within the defensible space. 

· Remove trash and debris from the defensible space. 

· Remove any trees growing through the porch. 

· Clear roof and gutters of leaves and debris. 

· Remove branches overhanging chimney and roof. 

· Stack firewood uphill or on a contour away from the home. 

· Use noncombustible roof materials. 

· Place shutters, fire curtains or heavy drapes on windows. 

· Place screens on foundation and eave vents. 

· Enclose sides of stilt foundations and decks. 

· Use a chimney screen or spark arrester. 

· Clear vegetation around fire hydrants, cisterns, propane tanks, etc. 

· Make sure an outdoor water supply is available, with hose, nozzle and pump. 

· Make sure fire tools, ladder and fire extinguishers are available. 

· Post address signs that are clearly visible from the street or road. 

· Make sure the driveway is wide enough for fire trucks and equipment. 

· Post load limits on bridges. 

· Install and test smoke detectors. 

· Practice a family fire drill and evacuation plan.

Evacuation Tips

· If a wildfire is threatening your area, listen to your radio for updated reports and evacuation information. 

· Confine pets to one room and make plans to take care of them in the event of evacuation. 

· Arrange for temporary housing with a friend or relative whose home is outside the threatened area. Leave a note in a prominent place in your home that says where and how you can be contacted. 

· If your home is threatened by wildfire, you will be contacted and advised by law enforcement officers to evacuate. If you are not contacted, or you decide to stay and help defend your home, evacuate pets and any family members not needed to protect your home. 

· Remove important documents, mementos, etc. from the possible fire area. 

· When evacuating, wear protective clothing: sturdy shoes, cotton or woolen clothing, long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, gloves, and a handkerchief to protect your face. 

· Choose a route away from the fire if possible. Watch for changes in the speed and direction of the fire and smoke. 

· Take a disaster supply kit containing: 

· a supply of drinking water; 

· one change of clothing and footwear for each member of the family; 

· a blanket or sleeping bag for each person; 

· a first aid kit that also includes any prescription medications; 

· emergency tools including a battery-powered radio, flashlight and extra batteries; 

· an extra set of car keys and credit cards, cash or traveler's checks; and 

· extra pairs of eyeglasses and other special items for infant, elderly or disabled family members.

Defending Your Home

Whether you choose to stay to defend your home or to evacuate, complete as many of the following preparations as possible.

· Do not jeopardize your life. No material item is worth a life. 

· Wear fire-resistant clothing and protective gear. 

· Remove combustible materials from around structures. 

· Close or cover outside vents and shutters. 

· Position garden hoses so they reach the entire house. Have the hoses charged, with an adjustable nozzle, but turned off. 

· Place large, full water containers around the house. Soak burlap sacks, small rugs or large rags in the containers. 

· Place a ladder against the roof of the house on the opposite side of the approaching wildfire. Place a garden hose near the ladder, prepared as described previously. 

· Place portable pumps near available water supplies, such as pools, hot tubs, creeks, etc. 

· Close all windows and doors. Do not lock them. 

· Close all inside doors. 

· Turn on a light in each room, and all outside lights. 

· Leave them on even during daylight hours. 

· Fill tubs, sinks and any other containers with water. 

· Shut off the gas at the outside meter of the propane tank. 

· Remove lace, nylon or any other drapes and curtains made from light material. Close venetian blinds, heavy drapes or fire-resistant window coverings. 

· Move overstuffed furniture into the center of the house, away from windows and sliding glass doors. 

· Park your car in the garage, facing out. Close the windows but do not lock the doors. Leave the keys in the ignition. 

· Close the garage door but leave it unlocked. 

· Disconnect the automatic garage door opener.


